
 

June 7, 2022 

Dear West Kern Water District Customer: 

As a result of the prolonged drought and a record dry period from January-March 2022, Governor Newsom issued 

Executive Order N-7-22 that requires, among other things, urban water suppliers like West Kern to implement a water 

shortage response action for a shortage level of up to 20%. This requirement triggers implementation of  “Level 2”  

(Moderate Water Shortage) actions of West Kern’s Water Shortage Response Plan (WSRP), which must be implemented by 

June 10, 2022.  Level 2 actions include: 

• Reducing large and significant landscape watering by 25% 

• Eliminating all over-use of water by contracted industrial customers 

• Reducing non-contracted industrial water use by 15% 

In addition, given the severity of the drought, the West Kern Board of Directors has determined that implementation of 

certain  “Level 3” (Severe Water Shortage) conservation actions of the WRSP is also necessary.  

Accordingly, at a special meeting on June 2, 2022, the Board declared the existence of Level 2 and Level 3 conditions.  
The WSRP allows the Board to select actions within each level that are appropriate to address water shortage concerns 
at the time.  The Board determined that all District customers shall comply with the Level 2 measures identified above 
and also decided to implement the following Level 3 measure: 

Lawn watering and landscape irrigation shall be limited to no more than 10 minutes per water station per 
assigned day as follows; Residents with even street number addresses water on Wednesday, Friday, and Sunday. 
Residents with odd number addresses may water on Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday. NO watering is allowed 
on Monday. These restrictions apply to manual and automatic watering. Irrigation time shall be adjusted to 
avoid runoff. 

Further, Executive Order N-7-22 bans, with exceptions, irrigation of “non-functional turf” in the commercial, industrial, 
and institutional sector. The State Water Board has defined “non-functional turf” as follows: 

“turf that is ornamental and not otherwise used for human recreation purpose such as school field, 
sports fields and parks” 

The ban on watering “non-functional turf” does not apply to residential turf, watering to maintain tree health or 
immediate needs for health and safety. 

Finally, in addition to the Water Supply Shortage actions described above, all persons using District water shall continue 
to comply with on-going Level 1 “Water Awareness” conservation practices while Level 2 and Level 3 “Moderate to 
Severe Water Shortage” conditions exist. Level 1 actions include the following conservation measures: 

• Equip hoses with shut-off nozzle. 

• Take shorter showers. 

• Run dishwasher and washing machine when full. 

• Avoid hosing down driveways, street/parking lot, sidewalks, or buildings unless necessary for health or safety. 

• Avoid excessive watering that runs off onto sidewalks, streets or gutters. 

• Avoid irrigating residential and commercial landscape between the hours of 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. Adjust 

watering times to avoid runoff. 

• Wash motor vehicles, trailers, boats and other types of equipment using a bucket and/or a hand-held hose 

with a shut-off nozzle, high pressure/low volume wash system, or at a commercial site that recirculates water 

on-site. Avoid washing vehicles during hot conditions when additional water is required due to evaporation. 

• Restaurants should serve water only upon request. 

• Hotels, motels, and other commercial lodging establishments should offer customers the option of not 

laundering towels and linens daily. 

• Pools, spas, and ornamental fountains/ponds should be recirculating and leak proof. Drain and refill only as 

necessary for health, maintenance or structural reasons. 

• Repair all leaks (including evaporative coolers) within twenty-four (24) hours of notification by the District 

unless other arrangements are made with the General Manager. 

The District wants to thank you in advance for your conservation efforts. Impacts of the drought are a reminder that 

wise use of water, at all times, should be the rule and not the exception. Copies of the District’s WSRP are available on 

the District’s website and at the District office upon request.   

Respectfully; 

Greg A. Hammett 

General Manager 


